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deliberately to defy the law of gravity. "Anyone who
braves the opinion of the world,'* she used to say,
"sooner or later feels the consequences of it."
Her character was in keeping with the rest of her.
She had the virtues of her common sense and her full-
bloodedness. Though pleasure-loving she was not
shallow. Her vigour of spirit showed itself also in her
feelings. She cared for few people; but these she loved
with a strong, unegotistic affection that could be
absolutely depended upon. No effort was too great
that might advance their interests. Yet, her feelings
were always controlled by her judgment. In the most
vertiginous complications of intrigue and dissipation,
Lady Melbourne could be relied on to remain dignified
and collected. And reasonable; her philosophy taught
her that the world must be kept going. And to ensure
its smooth working she was always prepared to make
sacrifices. She had strong dislikes, but could suppress
them in the cause of common peace: even though a
woman might have lovers, it was no excuse, in her
view, for her neglecting her duty to her family, or
acting in such a way as to outrage social standards.
All the same it is impossible to approve of Lady
Melbourne. Her outlook was both low and limited.
To her the great world of rank and fashion was the
only world; and she saw it as a bade ground in which
most people fought for their own ends. Nor was hers
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